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     In 1954 Bishop Metzger encouraged the OFM 

friars of Santa Barbara Province in California to 

purchase the large hacienda and 19 acres as a future 

location for a retreat center in the Diocese of El 

Paso.  Sept. 27-29 was the weekend of the first re-

treat.  About 3,500 people came on retreats during 

the first year of operation.  In 1980 the Holy Cross 

Retreat Center was transferred to the Conventual 

Franciscans who continue to live and minister at the 

center.  During the past fiscal year, 8,018 came for a 

retreat or some other activityðbesides those who 

came for weekly Mass and 4,000 people for the Art 

Festival.   

    During 2017 we will be celebrating the 60th 

Anniversay of the retreat center!  There have 

been some very active, and some very lean times 

during those six decades.  We are fortunate to have 

a strong demand for retreats at this time, with the 

weekends in the coming year all filled, and many 

scheduled for three years beyond that.  At times we 

have had as many as five different groups here on 

one weekend, with over 100 staying overnight and 

170 people in total counting commuters and day 

programs.  Groups also come during the week. 

      During the past year or so we have had several 

University groups come here as part of their Border 

Immersion experience.  We provide a room, break-

fast, and a sack lunch. They then visit agencies and  

individuals in the US and Mexico to understand 

more clearly the concerns of immigrants and how 

we can be supportive.  HCRC has a partnership 

with the Diocese of Las Cruces to provide a loca-

tion for Adult Formation, Deacon Formation, and 

the Priest Assembly each year, as well as other re-

treats and events.  Many come from the El Paso ar-

ea for ACTS retreats, Deacon Formation and cur-

rent Deacon retreats, and the priests of the Diocese 

come each October for their annual retreat.  A new 

womenôs healing retreat drew 60 people!  

     Twenty-six people participated in the  

ñFranciscan Pilgrimageò retreat.  Tom Smith 

OFM Conv. shared his experiences of an extended 

pilgrimage in Italy during June and July 2016 and 

how we are called to be pilgrims each day.   

   With the help of the Retreat Foundation, we have 

begun renovating the retreat rooms, with a new 

walk in shower, tile, and sink and cabinet. We have 

six almost finished and with your help we can do 

them all!  Please see the letter at the end to consider 

how you can help us complete this project! 
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Jan 28-29 Engaged Encounter 

Feb.2-5  ACTS St. Luke/St. Matthew 

Feb. 16-19 Encuentro Personal con Jesus mujeres 

Feb 18-21 ACTS St. Matthew/St. Luke 

Feb. 23-26 ACTS Mt. Carmel, men, English 

March 4-5 Engaged Encounter 

March 9-12 ACTS St. Patrick men 

March 23-26 ACTS St. Stephen Women 

April 7-9 NMSU Awakening Retreat for College 

May 6-7 Engaged Encounter 

May 18-21 ACTS St. Luke/St. Matthew 

May 25-28 ACTS St. Patrick women 

May 29-Ap 2 Guadalupe OFM Province Chapter 

May 15-16 Catholic Univ. Border Immersion 

June 2-3 Talleres de Oraci·n, en espa¶ol 

June 10-11 Engaged Encounter 

June 22-25 ACTS St. Luke/St. Matthew 

The full schedule for 2017 is on our website ŀǘ 

ǿǿǿΦƘƻƭȅŎǊƻǎǎǊŜǘǊŜŀǘΦƻǊƎ  
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ мр ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ 
ϷнлΣумфΦфс ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΦ   

²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΣ ǿŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŎŀƴŎŜǊ 
ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ [ŀǎ /ǊǳŎŜǎ ƻǊ 9ƭ tŀǎƻ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀƴŘ ƴŜŜŘ ŀ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
ǘƻ ǎǘŀȅΤ ŀƴŘ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǇǊƻπ
ǾƛŘŜŘ ф ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ мфн Řŀȅǎ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘΦ  

²Ŝ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƳŀǧǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ IƻǇŜ 
IƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊΦ  [ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ǳǎŜŘ ƘŜŀŘπ
ōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ǘƻ [ŀ /ŀǎŀΦ   

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜπ
ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƅǳƻǊŜǎŎŜƴǘ 
ōǳƭōǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƴŜǊπ
Ǝȅ ŜŶŎƛŜƴǘ ƭƛƎƘǝƴƎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜ ŎŀƴǎΣ 
ǇƭŀǎǝŎΣ ǘƻƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴƪ 
ŎŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǇŜǊΦ   
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Each Wed 6:00pm confessions, 6:30 Mass in the new 
  Chapel, (except Dec. 21, 28, & Jan. 4) 

Dec. 2-4 Retreat for men from Ft. Bliss 

Dec. 16-17 Advent/Christmas retreat  

Jan 18 6:30pm Service for Prayer for Christian Unity 

Jan 20-22 ñHe is the Potter, I am the Clayò retreat 
  using the rich images from Scripture 

Feb. 12  Serra Club Paella dinner for vocations 

March 3-5 Franciscan Spirit of Creation, &  
  Laudato Si! 

March 12 Final Blessing of the Chapel 2:00pm  
  60th Anniversary event, special  
  invitation to all donors 

March 17-19 Contemplative Prayer Retreat 

Mar 31-Apr 2 Mary as a Model of Prayer 

April 14-15 Good Friday/Holy Saturday retreat 

April 28-30 Recovering Alcoholics Retreat  

June 2-4 Silent Retreat for men and women 

June 16-18 Workshop on Migration at Borderlands 
  led by Fr. Bob Mosher, Columban  

June 18 Open House for 60th Anniversary  
  See additions and renovations! 2:00  

July 7-9 Retreat on Peace, Justice, and Creation 

Please call 575 524 3688 for more info or to register. 

 

wŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊ LƴŎƻƳŜ  CƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊ нлмр-нлмс 

wŜǘǊŜŀǘ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ϷрсуΣнптΦнт 

Iƻƭȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ CƻǳƴŘŀπ
ǝƻƴ όŬǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭƛƎƴύ 

 
ϷнΣнмуΦлр 

!Ǌǘ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜ ϷпмΣммрΦпр 

wŜǘǳǊƴ ƻƴ LƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ϷсΣсуоΦфм 

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ϷоуΣснрΦнп 

hǘƘŜǊ ϷпнΣртсΦрп 

¢ƻǘŀƭ LƴŎƻƳŜΥ ϷсффΣпссΦпс 

9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎΥ   

{ŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ ϷнтнΣлфуΦнн 

aŜŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ϷмлпΣмрнΦру 

¦ǝƭƛǝŜǎ ϷмолΣнпфΦот 

LƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ϷммΣсмпΦлл 

aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ hŶŎŜΣ  ŀŘƳƛƴπ
ƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŜǘŎ 

нсΣномΦтп 

¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ϷрппΣопрΦфм 

bŜǘ LƴŎƻƳŜΥ ϷмррΣмнлΦрр 

/ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ LƳǇǊƻǾŜπ
ƳŜƴǘǎ όōŜƭƭ ŀƴŘ ƅƻƻǊ ǝƭŜύ 

нсΣсспΦфо 

нлмт 
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 aŀƴȅ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƻƭπ
ǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ нлмсτǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ 
ǎǘǳũ ŜƴǾŜƭƻǇŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ ²ƻǊƪǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ 
ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǊƻƻƳ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎΣ 
ƻŶŎŜ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΣ {ŜǊǊŀ /ƭǳō ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŘƻƴƻǊǎ 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ŀƭǎƻ 
ǘƻ  Iƻƭȅ /Ǌƻǎǎ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ IƻǳǎŜ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ƛƳǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅΦ 

DƻƻŘ ²ƻǊƪǎτулн ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ 
DƻƻŘ ²ƻǊƪǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƘŜƭǇτмнл ƘƻǳǊǎ 
CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎτоно ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ 
hŶŎŜ ƘŜƭǇτмпс ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ƘƻǳǊǎ 

7ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÏÎ  ÔÈÅ &ÒÉÁÒÙ 

ÉÒÒÉÇÁÔÉÏÎ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ 

3ÅÒÒÁ #ÌÕÂ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓ ÁÔ !ÒÔ 

&ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌ 

"ÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌ ÒÅÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ ,ÁÒÇÅ 

#ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ 2ÏÏÍ 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ƎƻƻŘōȅŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƴƎ-ǝƳŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜ 9ǎǘƘŜǊ WŀǎǎƻΦ  

9ǎǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ƴŀƛƴǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ŦƻǊ он ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ 

ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΦ  {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƻǳǊ ƭŜŀŘ Ŏƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ 

ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƭǎΗ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƭǳŎƪȅ 

ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƊŜǊ ƘŜǊ ǿŜƭƭ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ 9ǎǘƘŜǊΗ 


